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LOCAL MEETINGS AND OTHER NOTICES. 

Baltimore. — The Baltimore Folk-Lore Society has devoted a large 
portion of its time and energies during the last two years to the collection 
of material for the publication of a book on the folk-lore of Maryland. 
Many of the papers presented and discussed before the meetings have 
been directed towards this end, while prizes have been awarded by the 
Society to persons sending in the greatest number of items. 

The Society is now working through the county papers, hoping thereby 
to obtain still more material. 

The meetings for the two years have been as follows : — 

January 26, 1900. '' Some Frederick County Folk-Lore," Miss Elizabeth 
Cloud Seip. "Witch Stories and Conjuring from Western Maryland," Mr. 
C. W. R. Crum. Topics discussed, Cross Roads, Running Water, and Holy 
Wells. Miss Seip, an enthusiastic collector and student, gave the result 
of material personally collected during a summer in Frederick County. 
Mr. Crum's collection was made in the same neighborhood, and supple- 
mented, in an interesting way, that of Miss Seip. 

February 23, 1900. The programme of the evening was presented by 
the Irish Historical Society of Baltimore. The President, Mr. Charles P. 
Monaghan, gave a paper on " Myths of Irish Folk-Lore, ' in which he dis- 
cussed the Puca, the Banshee, the Lament for the Dead, the Fairies and 
the Leprachaun. Mr. P. J. Finnessay illustrated the paper with the violin. 
Both before and after this paper, a Celtic quartette of men's voices enter- 
tained the Society by rendering Gaelic songs, some in the original, and 
some as translated. 

March 23, 1900. Miss Mary W. Speers gave some folk-tales and super- 
stitions, collected by herself in Anne Arundel County, Md. The " Super- 
stitions of Sailors and Soldiers " was discussed, also " Easter Supersti- 
tions." 

April 27, 1900. Dr. Henry M. Hurd, chairman of the Council, enter- 
tained the Society at the Johns Hopkins Hospital. The business of the 
evening was the election of officers and the reports of committees. The 
day being set down in the calendar of the Society as Maryland Day, each 
member was requested to contribute items, which proved to be a matter of 
great interest. 

November 23, 1900. Mrs. Waller R. Bullock, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Collection of Maryland Folk-Lore, told of the progress that 
had been made during the summer in the matter of collecting. Dr. Walter 
Hough, of the National Museum at Washington, D. C, gave a paper on 
the " Folk-Lore of Fire," discussing the probable origin of fire, and fire- 
sticks, from an ethnologist's point of view. He also exhibited several 
specimens of fire-sticks, and showed the manner in which fire was obtained 
by them. 

In December of this year the American Folk-Lore Society held its annual 
meeting in the room which, by courtesy of the Johns Hopkins University, 
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is the regular meeting place of the Baltimore Society, the Donovan Room, 
McCoy Hall. At this meeting several papers were presented by members 
of the local Society. 

January 25, 1901. The papers of the evening were devoted entirely to 
Maryland folk-lore. Dr. Henry M. Hurd gave a paper on " Cures of 
Disease in Maryland Folk-Lore " in which he presented material from the 
Maryland collection, which he had taken pains to classify. To some of 
the cures he gave parallels and to some he pointed out suggestions of origin 
or resemblances. Mr. Percy M. Reese presented an old nursery rhyme for 
discussion as to origin, etc. 

March 1, 1901. Dr. Kirby Flower Smith gave a very suggestive paper 
on " The Double Pupil as a sign of The Evil Eye." Mrs. Charles C. Mar- 
den also gave the result of her researches into the manner in which Christ- 
mas is and has been celebrated in different parts of Maryland and how, in 
the same portions of the State, it is differently celebrated by different fam- 
ilies, and what the various observances mean to the observers. It showed 
a surprising variety in the manner of observing the season. 

March 29, 1901. The papers presented this evening were "The Mary- 
land Negro's Belief in the Occult Power of the Horse," by Miss Anne 
Weston Whitney, and "Folk-Lore from Dorsetshire Co., Md.," by Miss 
Marion V. Dorsey. Miss Latane* also gave the result of work she had 
done in classifying and analyzing a portion of the Maryland collection. 

At the April meeting this year, the Society had the pleasure of hearing 
Mrs. Zelia Nuttall, on " Sorcery, Medicine, and Surgery in Ancient Mex- 
ico." The members of the Society were surprised to find her at times de- 
scribing beliefs or customs that are in force among the negroes of this 
State to-day. Mr. Charles E. Shanahan presented a paper on " The Tradi- 
tions and Folk-Lore of Talbot Co., Md." 

This being the month set apart for the annual election, the following 
officers were chosen to serve for one year : President, Dr. Henry Wood ; 
Vice-President, Mrs. John C. Wrenshall ; Secretary, Miss Anne Weston 
Whitney ; Treasurer, Dr. Henry M. Hurd ; Council, Mrs. Waller R. Bul- 
lock, Mrs. John D. Early, Miss Mary Willis Minor, Dr. Maurice Bloom- 
field, Dr. Kirby Smith, Dr. Charles C. Marden, Percy Meredith Reese. 

Anne Weston Whitney, Secretary. 

The International Congress of Americanists. — The Thirteenth Ses- 
sion of the International Congress of Americanists will be held in the halls 
of the American Museum of Natural History, New York city, October 
20-25, I 9 02 - The object of the Congress is to bring together students 
of the archaeology, ethnology, and early history of the two Americas, and 
by the reading of papers and by discussions to advance knowledge of these 
subjects. Communications may be oral or written, and in French, German, 
Spanish, Italian, or English. All debates are expected to be brief, and no 
paper must exceed thirty minutes in delivery. The papers presented to the 
Congress will, on the approval of the Bureau, be printed in the volume of 
Proceedings. Members of the Congress are expected to send, in advance 
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of the meeting, the titles, and, if possible, abstracts of their papers, to the 
General Secretary. The subjects discussed by the Congress relate to : 
(i.) The native races of America, their origin, distribution, history, physical 
characteristics, languages, inventions, customs, and religions. (2.) The his- 
tory of the early contact between America and the Old World. All persons 
interested in the study of the archaeology, ethnology, and early history of 
the two Americas may become members of the Congress by signifying 
their desire to Mr. Marshall H. Saville, General Secretary of the Commis- 
sion of Organization, American Museum of Natural History, New York, 
and remitting either direct to the Treasurer (Mr. Harlan I. Smith, Ameri- 
can Museum of Natural History), or through the General Secretary, the 
sum of three dollars in American money. The receipt of the treasurer for 
this amount will entitle the holder to a card of membership and to all offi- 
cial publications emanating from the Thirteenth Session of the Congress. 
Mr. Morris K. Jesup is President and the Duke of Loubat Vice-President 
of the Commission of Organization. 

American Association for the Advancement of Science. — The 
Fifty-first Meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science will be held at Pittsburg, Pa., June 28-July 3, 1902. Mr. Stewart 
Culin, of the University of Pennsylvania, will preside over the Section of 
Anthropology. 

Papers offered by members of the American Folk-Lore Society will be 
read in the sessions of Section H, Anthropology. 

In order that a preliminary programme for the Section may be distrib- 
uted in advance of the meeting, titles of communications should be sent 
to the Secretary as soon as possible. Abstracts of papers, or the papers 
themselves, may be sent later, at the convenience of the authors, who are 
reminded that no title will appear in the final programme until the paper, 
either in full or in abstract, has been passed upon by the Sectional Com- 
mittee. 

Members intending to be present will address the Secretary of the Sec- 
tion, Mr. Harlan I. Smith, American Museum of Natural History, New 
York, N. Y. 



BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

JOURNALS. 

recent articles of a comparative nature in folk-lore and other 

periodicals. 

Adrian!, N., en A. C. Kruyt. Geklopte boomschors als kleedingstof op 
Midden-Celebes en hare geographische versprieding in Indonesie. (Int. Arch.f. 
Ethnogr., 1901, xiv. 139-191.) Treats of the manufacture and use of bark-cloth 
in Central Celebes and over Indonesia generally. Notes by Dr. Schmeltz give 
interesting interpretations of native names, technical terms, etc. 



